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              The Minutes of a Meeting of Lea & Cleverton Parish Council held on Tuesday January 18th 2011 in Lea Village Hall.    The meeting commenced at 19:30 hours.
001/11:  Present: Cllr. J M Cull;   (In the Chair), 
            Cllrs A W Barnes;   M J Crockett; A P Fuller; B E Gore; P. J. Mounsey and M Porter.
              In attendance: Cllr T R Sturgis (19:30 – 20:30).   PC  Steve Humphries. (19:30 – 20:00).   
              No members of the Public present.

 002/11:  Apologies: Cllr N T Maidment (Business).  Late apology e-mail Cllr S Hunt. (Business)
    003/11:  Declarations of Interest:  Cllr Porter declared a personal interest in the Allotments item 11a); 
     004/11:  Public Questions:  None.

    005/11: Minutes: The minutes, (Folios 724/725/726/727/728) of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday November 16th 2010 having been circulated were taken as read and signed as a true and correct record.  The Chairman signed the Minutes.  
006/11:  Action Points:
         36/10: v) Lyncott – Matter referred to Highways for possible enforcement action..  
               151/10: Parish Shed Lease:  Tenant invited to renew lease on same terms. No response at this time.
007/11: Correspondence:
       WC: NW Area Planning Meetings 24/11;

       WC: Next year’s budget – the challenge we face.  January 11th Chippenham. 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. 

       WC: Parish Plans enquiry. 

       WC: Local Highways and Streetscene – Alterations to Local services Team.

       NALC: Policy & Parliamentary Briefing – The Localism Bill.

       Affordable Homes Update – Winter 2010 

       WC: Parish Elections and Casual Vacancies.  Confirmation of next Parish Elections are in May 2013 & Procedures for filling casual vacancies. 

       WC: Bus services over Christmas period.

       WC:  Highways Map issue 906 Creswell Lane ditch.  Pipe runs plotted

       WC: Emergency Planning Service Update Winter 2010.

       WC: Documents in relation to HMG’s intention to abolish Standards Board regime.

       **WC: Just a Minute – November December 2010.  

       Wiltshire Moneyline: Difficult Financial Times.

       **WC: Malmesbury CAN – November 2010, December 2010 & January 2011. 

       WC: Flood Plan meeting – Monkton Park Offices, Chippenham January 26th 2011 2 - 4  or 6 – 8 p.m.

       **WC: Parish Newsletter – January 2011.

              RBL: Proposed “Great Poppy Party Weekend” 10th – 12th June RBL 90th birthday. Organisation encouraged  

           WF&RS:   Details required of any thatched properties within Parish.  Only 1 Property in Lea. Details to be advised to Wiltshire Fire & Rescue Services.
         WALC: December 2010: Section 137 Expenditure limit for 2011/2012 is £6:44; 2011 Census; Car Allowances; Meetings Doctor; Localism in practice; Wiltshire Good Neighbours; LCR Online; Vacancy for Clerk – Wroughton PC; Community led spaces – A guide for local authorities and community groups; Training for local councils.

         WALC: January 2011: Piece Meal Planning Applications; E-Newsletter; Localism in Wiltshire; Abolition of Standards Board for England; details of various training topics – Feb to May 2011; Funding Advice Days for Wilts and Swindon Community Groups. March 9th,

         GROW: Enhancing Community Support – A guide of services to voluntary organisations & Community Groups.
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    **WPA: Consultation Paper. Vision Wiltshire – Planning for the Future.  (Agenda item)

       CAF: Refusal to open account. (Agenda item)

       Lloyds TSB:  Investment rates.  (Agenda item).

      A W Services: Tender for 2011 ground maintenance.  (Agenda item.)

 008/11: Neighbourhood Police Report:

         
PC Humphries had little to report on Area Crime.  He then informed members about the Speed Watch Scheme operating in Wiltshire. This was done by local volunteers following a period of Police Training which lasted about two hours in which all aspects were covered.  All the necessary equipment was provided.  It was advisable for there to be three volunteers operating together. One as operator, 2nd as registration number taker and the 3rd as vehicle counter. A “Golden River” Survey would be used to assess the road in question.  Procedure was for an informal warning letter, followed by an official visit by a Police Officer following second noting.  The third noting would involve the Traffic Police. Operations could only be carried out in daylight hours.  Several Malmesbury Rural Villages were involved, most noticeable of these was Dauntsey who had achieved considerable success with significant speed reduction.

              PC Steve Humphries was thanked for his interesting comments and also for his attendance. He then withdrew from the meeting at 20:00 hours.
 009/11: Allotments: 

           RESOLVED to take this item, No 15 to allow Cllr Fuller to withdraw early.

a) Rentals: All rents had been paid and banked. 

b) Leaking Ball Valve: This had been repaired.
c) Meeting 25th Jan 2011: To be held in Lea Village Hall.  The Chairman man would make the opening Statement about the background to the meeting.  The current subsidy from the parishioners, the cost of grass cutting and the need or otherwise of the roadway.  Cllr Fuller would then discuss the options with the Tenants.  
010/11: Wiltshire Council:

               Cllr Sturgis reported on the HM Government spending review which caused subsequent changes to be made to Wiltshire Council’s financial strategy and forward planning over the next four years. There would be no increase in Council Tax at this time. Years 1 and 2 will have its difficulties; however 3 and 4 will be better.    There had been a reduction in manpower within the Council, 240 managers had been made redundant at a cost of £5m, thus a saving of £3m this year.  There was projected to be a saving of £8m annually thereafter.   Car parking charges varied considerably over the County and will be brought into line with policy.  Charges would be made for planning advice and emptying of sceptic tanks. Weekly collections would continue, picking up various classes of refuse on alternate weeks.   Cllr Sturgis was requested to ascertain the position regarding devolvement of grass cutting to the Parish Council, about which nothing had been resolved since the pre unitary meetings.   Cllr Sturgis was thanked for his comments and withdrew from the meeting at 8:30 p.m.  Cllr Fuller also withdrew from the meeting at 8:30 p.m.
011/11:  Planning Matters:
a)  Minutes: The Minutes of the Planning Meeting held on Tuesday December 14th 2010 (Folios   729/730) having been circulated were taken as read. (The Chairman signed the Minutes). 

     b)  Planning applications for consideration and comment:

       i)  N/11/00038/FUL – Firs Farm, Swindon Road, Littrle Somerford, SN15 5BH

       COU of redundant agricultural buildings to the storage of motor vehicles.  Provided that there was no change to the character and setting of the rural amenity and the proposal was compliant with Policies C3 and BD6 members raised no objections.  However they did express concerns regarding the ultimate aspirations for the site. 
     c)  Planning Applications – Consents granted. 

           i) 10/02232/FUL – Haywoods, The Street, Lea. SN16 9PA 

                   Construction of new dwelling and detached garage within grounds of existing property,   improve existing drive to provide shared access.  Consent Granted 29th December 2010. The proposed development of a single dwelling on this site is considered to be entirely appropriate in this context and is without detriment to the amenities of the nearest neighbours.  As such the proposal is considered to comply with the provisions of Policies C3, H3 and H8 of the adopted NW local plan 2011.
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                 d) Planning Applications – Refusals:
         i) 10/04264/FUL – Aquetong Farm, Cresswell Lane, lea. SN16 9PE

         Erection of agricultural building for livestock.  Permission refused 10th January 2011. The proposed building is not considered to be justified as being reasonably necessary for the purposes of agriculture in that its use of materials and design does not does not provide clear means of natural ventilation that is necessary for animal welfare and therefore is not considered appropriate for use as a livestock building. Furthermore the size of the building is insufficient to accommodate all the livestock as set out in application documents.  The design of the new building would not respect the quality of the natural and built environment and it would affect the character of the rural area due to its location on Footpath 11.  The proposal is therefore in conflict with Policies C3 and NE15 of the NW Local Plan 2011.  
     012/11:   Finance:     
a) Ground maintenance 2011: The Clerk reported that 1 completed tender had been received.  Others invited had not responded.   The offer was the same as 2010: £2,450:00 for the main contract. Allotments schedule “A” 3 cuts £290:00; 4 cuts £386:64.  Pembroke Green/Manor View Schedule “B” £320:00. Tennis Court and Matting Schedule “C” £70:00 and £25:00. 
                  RESOLVED to accept the main contract offer of £2,450:00.  The decision on Schedule “A” 2 rates would be dependant of the outcome of the allotment holders meeting on January 25th.  Schedule “B”£320:00 would be dependant on Wiltshire Council’s decision on devolvement of works.  Schedule “C” to be accepted at £95:00.  
b) Finance Report: The report as at January 18th   was circulated and attached to these minutes with the actions taken, having been checked were approved and authorised for payment as appropriate.  The estimated surplus of £747:00 was noted and allocated to the Tree works.
c)   Lloyds TSB Investments: RESOLVED that the Parish Council and Jubilee Playing Field reserves be invested in this Scheme forthwith at the appropriate amount for a reasonable term dependant anticipated requirements.  If funds available did not meet the minimum investment required then deposit accounts should be opened.  
d) Precept 2011/2012: RESOLVED following a presentation by the Chair of the various options to fix a Precept for 2011/2012 of £8,518:00.  This to include £450:00 towards Tree works, including the replacement of the Scots Pine on the playing Field and the recovery of £95:00 from Playing Field funds in respect of Tennis Court and Matting works included in the Ground Maintenance contract.  

e)     Budget/Cash Statement 2010/2011: The Statement as at date of meeting was noted.
f)    Christmas Tree:  Thanks for the provision of the Village Christmas Tree were expressed to Cllr Crockett. Thanks were also expressed for additional decorations which had kindly been provided by a resident.
     013/11:   Rights of Way:
                FP 11: The routing of Footpath 11 had been commented on under Planning Application 10/04264/FUL; see minute 011/11 d).  The case would need to be made for its realignment.  There were no other ROW matters for discussion.   
     014/11:    Meetings (External):                                                                 
      a)   NW Area Planning: No attendance. 

      b)   MAB Meetings: The Chair reported that he would attend the meeting on the 19 Jan. 2011       M&VCAP: Safety Meeting:  The Clerk had not attended.   
      c)  Budget Meeting: The Chair and the Clerk had attended and considered the meeting to consist of alledged public consultations for decisions already taken. 
         014/11:   Jubilee Playing Field:
a) Minutes; The minutes of the December meeting were noted.
b) Ground Maintenance: The Contract for 2011 would be prepared and signed when all issues arising had been resolved. 
c) Chestnut Trees: The Clerk confirmed that there was no VAT included in the offer of £1,025:00 for tree surgery on the 3 roadside trees.  RESOLVED that this estimated be accepted and the Contractor advised accordingly. 
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d) Scots Pine:  Due to its dead state the LPA had approved the felling of this item. It would need to be replaced by a tree of the same species. Cllr Crockett offered to fell the tree with the Clerk to have discussions with the Tree Officer regarding the replacement.  
e) Play Equipment: The Clerk outlined the various quotations which had been received and which would discussed at the next JPFJMC meeting.
f) Investment of reserve funds:  This matter had previously dealt with under the Finance item, Minute 012/11 b) above. 
  015/10: Highways:
a) Parish Steward: Had attended the Parish in January and carried various works. 
b) Snow clearance: Following the recent heavy snowfall contact had been made with Highways regarding the conditions and fees payable in respect of snow clearance work being doing on behalf of Highways by a local farmer or contractor.  Information had been passed to Nigel Starr. 
c) Grit Bin: Suggested site was in Garsdon between Rose Bank and Hill Cottage. Passed to Highways for consideration.

d) Cresswell Lane. Further information regarding pipe runs under road outside Chink Farm House.  Highways require ditch on opposite side to be scoured.  Landowner visited and information provided.

e) Brillscote Farm House: Requested that tree be inspected at high level to ensure safety. Ditch now cleared and free running.
016/11:  Annual Parish Meeting: RESOLVED that the Annual Parish Meeting be held on Tuesday 17th 2011 and preceding the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council.
017/11:  Lea Village Hall: Bookings continued to be good and a Bingo night was planned in the near future
018/11:  Best Kept Village Competition 2011: RESOLVED to enter the BKVC in 2011.

019/11:  Neighbourhood Watch: All signage in Cleverton had been fixed although one sign need a change of facing direction. 
020/11:  Information Items: 
a)  Parish Plan: An interest by a Parishioner to look into compiling a Parish Plan had been expressed to the Clerk.       RESOLVED that this matter should be followed up.
b)   Apology:  Cllr Porter offered his apologies for non attendance at the PC meeting on the March 15th 2011.
    021/11:  Dates of meeting for 2011: RESOLVED that the dates of the meetings of Lea & Cleverton   Parish Council for 2011 be as follows: Tuesdays March 15th; May 17th; (APM & PCAM); July 19th; September 20th; November 15th and December 20th 2011,   Planning Committee Meetings as required.

           In the absence of any further business the Chairman thanked all for their attendance and closed the proceedings at 21:25 hours.
             Signed:                                                                         Date:
